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Rationale for Honours & Awards of the Botanical Society of South Africa 
 
 
SERVICES TO THE SOCIETY 
 
Honorary Life Membership 
This may be awarded to any member in good standing (for at least a decade or more) who has 
rendered truly exceptional personal services to the Botanical Society of South Africa in any 
capacity. This is one of the highest honours awarded by the Society and conferring thereof must 
be recommended unanimously by the Society’s Honours & Awards Committee to Council who 
shall, upon ratification, arrange for this to be voted on by members at a duly constituted Annual 
General Meeting or Special General Meeting of the Society. 
 
Centenary Medal 
This very special medal may be awarded to any person or entity who has practically 
demonstrated extraordinary Leadership and dedication to the Mission of the Botanical Society, 
evidenced by significant and sustained actions over an extended period in the furtherance of 
any aspect thereof. The medal commemorates the Society’s Centenary celebrated in 2013 and 
was first awarded in that year. It may also be awarded posthumously (within a reasonable period) 
to acknowledge the specific lifetime contribution of a deceased person. 
 
Botanical Society Certificate of Merit 
This certificate may be awarded to any member of the Society (on the recommendation of a 
Branch) where the Council would like to acknowledge a particularly valuable contribution made 
by that member to any of the member services, volunteer work or fund raising activities 
undertaken for the ultimate benefit of the Botanical Society. These activities may be of a variety in 
nature, e.g. administrative work in branch offices; regular assistance at plant sales; organizing of 
special events; plant identification for flower shows; guiding work in Gardens and leading of field 
trips; local marketing and promotion; financial or other donations; etc. 
 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOTANICAL ADVANCEMENT 
 
Bolus Medal 
This medal may be awarded to an amateur botanist who has made a valuable contribution to 
our knowledge of indigenous flora through publication/s in recognized scientific literature. The 
recipient may not earn his/her living from the above works, but may have received formal training 
in Botany at the university level. This medal commemorates the life and work of Harry Bolus, retired 
stockbroker, who published extensively on the South African flora, endowed the first chair of 
Botany at the University of Cape Town and founded the Bolus Herbarium at that university. 
 
 



Marloth Medal 
This medal may be awarded to any amateur or professional botanist who has produced scientific 
literature of a popular nature to stimulate public interest in the indigenous flora of southern Africa. 
The medal commemorates Dr. Rudolph Marloth, pharmacist, analytical chemist and botanist who 
published much on the South African flora – the most famous publication being his Flora of South 
Africa which appeared in six magnificently illustrated volumes between 1913 and 1932. 
 
Denys Heesom Medal 
This medal may be awarded to any person or organization who/which has made a meaningful 
contribution to the eradication of invasive alien vegetation in southern Africa. This medal 
commemorates Denys Heesom, businessman, conservationist and founder of the well-known and 
effective Betty’s Bay Hack Group. He was especially keen on the eradication of invasive alien 
vegetation and was the author of Green Cancers, published by the Botanical Society. 
 
Cythna Letty Medal 
This medal may be awarded to any person who has made a significant contribution to the 
appreciation of the flora of southern Africa through the medium of published botanical 
art/illustration in the form of paintings or drawings. This medal commemorates Cythna Letty, 
botanical artist for the Botanical Research Institute whose impressive work included 730 plates in 
Flowering Plants of Africa. 
 
Percy Sergeant Medal 
This medal may be awarded to any person who effectively promotes the beauty of the flora of 
Southern Africa through widely published photography of an outstanding quality. This medal 
commemorates Percy Sergeant, member of the Society whose internationally acclaimed 
photographs enhanced a large number of publications on the flora of southern Africa. 
 
 
ACTION CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Botanical Society Flora Conservation Medal 
This medal may be awarded to any person or group of persons who has contributed considerably 
towards the conservation of the flora of southern Africa by putting in place enabling measures 
with a broad and sustainable impact. This medal is intended to cover a wide spectrum of 
enablers such as landowners, financiers as well as functionaries in agencies/departments of all 
three tiers of Government. Any nomination for this medal must be endorsed by the Society’s Flora 
Conservation Committee before submission to the Society’s Honours & Awards Committee. 
 
Dale Parker Conservation Award 
The medal may be awarded to any persons or groups who undertake innovative biodiversity 
conservation action on their land, or land over which they are the custodians. This medal 
commemorates Dale Parker, a visionary farmer, conservationist and educator who was also a 
committed and involved BotSoc member and Chair of the Flora Conservation Committee. 
 
Dudley D’Ewes Medal 
This medal may be awarded to any person who effectively promotes the conservation of the flora 
of southern Africa through the general media (newspapers, popular journals, radio and television, 
but excluding books). This medal commemorates Dudley D’Ewes, journalist and conservationist, 
past President of the Society from 1956 to 1974. 
 
 
 
 



Stella Petersen Medal 
This medal is awarded to a recipient who lives with passion for learning and nature and displays 
sustained dedication to inspiring and empowering youth in nature from diverse walks of life 
through their involvement in environmental education and awareness. This medal honours Stella 
Petersen for her devotion to kindling passion for nature through her volunteer work with school 
learners participating in her beloved Kirstenbosch Environmental Education Programme. Stella 
was the first woman of colour in tuition at the University of Cape Town (UCT) and later assisted 
Edith Stevens in the Botany department. She came from humble beginnings, schooling and 
teaching in Cape Town, pouring herself into the upliftment of youth. 
 
 
AWARDS 
 
Schelpe Award 
This monetary award is made, in consultation with the Editor, for the best article in Veld & Flora in 
any given year covering any aspect of the horticulture of the indigenous flora of southern Africa. 
The award commemorates Professor E.A.C.L.E. (Ted) Schelpe, botanist, horticulturist, fern and 
orchid specialist of international repute, past President of the Botanical Society and Director of the 
Bolus Herbarium at the time of his death in 1985. 


